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at his Oiso home a few weeks ago and now he appears here. If I had
to keep track of you, Marquis, I would be dizzy."
"But if you walk off with the Marquis' clogs every time you come,
you'll not be popular with the Saionjis," Motono teased him.
All sat down.
"Well, if I ever get a pair of the Marquis' footwear, it will be all
right," Sakai went on merrily. "But last time I left the 'Rin-so,' I
had one of the Marquis' and the other was my own. I noticed it after
I got on the train."
"So you captured the prize safely, eh?"
"No," Sakai was shouting, "the funny part was, though the size was
the same, the Marquis' had a grayish string and mine a brownish one.
I was embarrassed! I didn't know it until I discovered my fellow pas-
sengers staring at my feet. I wished I could hide them like a tortoise
hides its head."
"Maybe your head, too, huh?" the host was greatly amused.
"Marquis," Takekoshi said, changing the subject, "both Motono and
Sakai are due to leave for Europe soon."
"Huh, for what country?"
"As an unofficial staff member of the delegation to the Paris Ex-
position. Marquis, until I sail for Europe I'll be here every day and
take a rest. This place is roomy, quiet and clean."
"Don't be too sure about that," Takekoshi interrupted.
"Well, first come, first served; I may even stay here tonight."
"Motono-san, are you leaving for France, too?"
"Yes, Marquis," said the diplomat cheerfully.
"I'd like to go with you. I love France,"
"See, Marquis, Motono got his promotion; the announcement will
be made tomorrow in the official gazette. He'll represent Nippon at
Paris," Takekoshi said.
"Congratulations to both of you."
"Marquis, when I come back from France I want you to help me
get a steady job. I have jumped around enough. I don't want to die
in a strange country. I'd like to have my remains buried with my
ancestors' like other Nipponese."
"What's the matter, Sakai? What's got into you? You sound senti-
mental." Takekoshi looked at him.
"I don't know why I feel that way."
"Well, Marquis, before we get into a heated political discussion, I
. want to finish my second mission tonight."

